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AGDA-A (M)   (30 Jim 71) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. DC.    20310 

FOR 0T UT  71B025 

I 
19 July 1971 

SUBJECT: Senior Officer Debriefing Report: BG John G. Hill, CG, 
1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division, Period 30 June 1970 
thru 18 May 1971  (U) 

IHIS ÜÜCUMtNl  CWIAINS imORMATlO»!   VrtCTlHO tHf- NATRJtM 
OEFENSF Of M UN1 .'      • :    - ;H£ 

SEE DISTRIBUTION ESPIÜNAGF lAWS   r"' **. 

KM tmm TO AK UNAülHOWiAü fmO* i« PBOHII  9 «y LAW." 

1. Reference:    AR 1-26,  dated 4 November 1966,  Subject;  Senior Officer 
Debriefing Program (U). 

2. Transmitted herewith Is the report of BG John G.  Hill,   subject as 
above. 

3. This  report Is provided to Insure appropriate benefits are realized 
from the experiences of the author.     The report  should be reviewed In 
accordance with paragraphs 3 and 5, AR 1-26; however.  It  should not be 
interpreted as the official view of the Department of the Army,  or of 
any agency of the Department of the Army. 

4. Information of actions Initiated under provisions of AR  1-26,  as a 
result of subject report,  should be provided to th«* Assistant Chief of 
Staff for Force Development, ATTN:    FOR 0T UT within 90 days of receipt 
of covering  letter. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY; 

1 Incl 
VERNE L*. BOWERS 
Major General, USA 
The Adjutant General 

DISTRIBUTION: 
Conmiandlng Generals 

US Continental Army Command 
US Army Combat Developments Command 
US Army Materiel Command 

Commandants 
US Army War College 
US Army Correnand and General  Staff College 
US Army Air Defense School 
US Army Armor School 
US Army Aviation School 
US Army Chemical School 
US kOBf Civil Affairs School 
US Army Engineer School 

US Army Field Artillery School 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
DEPARTMENT   OF  THE   ARMY 

HEAOQUARTCRS    UNITED  STATES   ARMY   VIETNAM 
APO  SAN   FRANCISCO     »S37S 

f 
AVHDO-DO 

SUBJECTi 

9 jm iy/i 

Senior Officer Debriefing Report 
BG John G. Hill 

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development 
Department of the Army 
Washington, D. C.  20310 

1. Inclosed are three copies of the Senior Officer Debriefing Report 
prepared by BG John G. Hill«  The report covers the period 30 June 1970 
thru 18 May 1971 during which time BG Hill served as Commanding General, 
1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division. 

2. BG Hill 1B recommended as a guest speaker at appropriate schools 
and joint colleges. 

FDR THE COMMANDER i 

1 Incl 
as  (Trip) 
2 cys w/d HQ DA 

AMlauu.t   AUjui«^t ueiii ral 

Regraded unclassified when separated 
from classified Inclosure. 
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preCKDING PAC»  BUNK - NOT FIIWBD 

| CONFIDENTIAL 
BOinHBf OF in AILMT 

HQ, 1st Inl'antry lirl^-de, 5th Jnimtr/ Diviiiozi (Kocli) 
Carp Red Devil 

AFO San Fraaclaco   96U77 

A7BL-CG 16 May 1971 

flDBJECTi    Senior Officer Debriefing Report (U) 

Co:.v^.ric!in3 General 
united States Ariqy, Vletnaa 
ARIl    AVHDO-DO 
APO San Francisco   96375 

Country:    Republic of Tietnan 
Deibrlef byt   Brigadier Gorieral John G. Ilill, Jr» 
Duty AssigOMDbi    Ccaiar.dins GcnorcJ.> let Brigade, 5th Infantry Di^dsion 

(llcchonized) 
InclusiTd Dates t   30 June 1970 • 18 Hay 1971 
Date uf Zuportt   Iß l-lay 1271 

1«    (C)    The follor.-ing is submittod in accordance with the provisions of 
AS 1-26 and U3ARV Reg 1»3* Senior Officer Debriefing Report, 

2,    (C)    GiaiERAL. 

a.    The brigade, officially designated es the Ist Brigade of the 5th 
Infantry Division (Mechanlaed), functioned as an independent bilgade, 
directly subordinate to XXIV Corps, and conducted operations in Quong Tri 
Province during ny tenure of service.   1 troop list is includsd as ANNEX A» 

b#    A brief descrintion of the area of operations is included as 
ANNEX B.    Oporaticns have been cendacted en all tvpes of terrain frca the 
flat tide lands along the South China Sea to tho east; throughout the 
Piednont in the contsr aad in the aouataiaOBa terrain in end around the 
Xhe Sanh Flateaa to the Laos-Vietnam Border in the vest* 

c.   During the report period. Operation Green River was tomir.atedj 
Operation i/oife Iwuntaln was iliiitiated and tanninated;  Crjoratioo Laz Son 
719 was initiated and terrainated and Operation Montana Mustang was initi- 
ated«    Two fire support bases — Ab and 02 — along the DilZ and two oosbat 

FOR DT UT 
71 BO25 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
Inclosure ««».r.nniTi 11 DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10 » 
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AVBL-00 IB VAJ 1?71 
SUBJi-CTi   3«ilor Ofilcep Dabri^fü« Hoport (ü) 

bAjajj QMMg TH, n-M Long, lit, wore oai+.iimoudly oocu.'ind by olt^:«^.-;« aiT 
tho .Rri'taü«.   Otinr fl?-» ifup-^ort ba3»ni w^ro itrtnetivtrttd Mid ooju:led 
Yty olürjgnta of *.rto bpi/iadi »ui'l «itiumKl ci Mqoivwl in ■uppwt of oanbftt 
operations«    r:»a briy:tii» uo*Tiiict«J u.nilr4r.ar-l urui c wtiriLatd o vr'*tioa« 
in coopcrotioa fu%i c>jorai:üition wltli boUi AKIX anU roglcnBl i'ircea«   I'a/- 
to-ii«j' orrnll unit ooeratlotu varo cxviuctad uixAii^i | > .ulkticn osirtera viiA. 
alor.."t th« Zx'2t v;.:erö r^curriiin oa'jt,\y couiaalj ro-.:-ilr«»i CJiitln^ouo 
ertlliezT' and uir 3u:-.!>^r&#   ixtonsirfe ru^^r jAtr^lß, i*ir s-viII7, reomrial^ 
KMince and «ur/^iliaacu Jfli;;Uts woro cojiüuclcd Utii/ to uoViC« -ind irirAjv» 
diet fmer^y InTUtrstlca in tho Racon Z: ne«   r.ocorffV-i'3 3»tn36 In force, 
operations tad ^irtj.llon/' MdUto« vert» corJuotod Ir.to LtM Baoon 2OM wiicn 
oi^nii'icMat ttU'^ota pi«.rc.-.U>ä liumwCLves •   cr jipociai sitfoifioMkoa va& 
Oporaticn Lan boa 719 cuxjiVJ wiiich tha brigade op^nod ILi t.vay Qly9 and 
flttcurod Qaans Tri iYovincy »«at to tiu» Lao3»Vietnü.a l^ordor lii euoport of 
AK/N ci*osa-6ord.»r operÄtla^j, A-KiJ£i 0# 

3»    (C)   Six Cormand Vrogpana« 

Eaaocl on an initial estiruta of (ha brigade and discJiöio.u uitb lnsuj&* 
bont ccr^undarai six corrründ rroryaevs uox^ Irurtittitcd which vare dcaifmad 
to focus attcntic« en thOW arc«a vnlch 1 caeircd to üXy»*a3lic.   Ina six 
oOTjünd prorrara aro ßlacinlina and A-jruhs; SaSlX Qoit iactloa} ^asoarci 
KancfAwntj Falrrtonnnce| Levolo'snant ci' losi^.ÄSO| ^rei »i€tßu.3iiöticn» 
Tho pro 7:aßö ovsrinp in c«>rfcau; «*vrBa« and are mutually aapportinr, ««(raj 
aa facilities isprovad^ so did Büiüton-nca, as shop apaoaa Jiera added or 
ijuprcvod« 

U»    (U)   DiscipliTi« and JtortO.©,   Vihilo t.^iia pro.^rta vag the kcj/ctono of 
ti-K» entire eifert.« the na^Jorxty of tcoliniouea «id h<Jy»t>ecjx*^v3 aro ia 
("crvvcl uaa end no-6 nninuo to this oomand«   It should bu notod, hossvw^ 
fthftt dtsoSfAlBUT neaarr«« vwi^e tied directly u> cw-OMt rcKiairu'.crits to 
iacyss— tht soldier^ itndorJtÄndm^ fln:l accopt^nca of tbs oaed«    F«? 
ecra-^le, nnifer-' di«cipliüa crj^haeisod tbo vcarinj of ihs atuol l^-äJjjst aal 
incpeotiors '.»ero renterea on conbat reaoineas iaaj^c^'-j» o£ units preparing 
to sme to tho field« 

$•    (C)   asall 'Inlt VaztSc*»   In addition to onit traltiia.'i pr^^rtsa, iu*lt 
achoola, a critiquo pro^raai, and sinilar activitloa, thrss döVOuLo^Äönta 
narlt special co«v»3nt» 

a*   >5odifloaticn of ?tochaniee4 Tactic.«» and Loatia,   Aaaiy^ia of naohft* 
rdz'l o.'^rat'ona should that tht mjority of injuricd -wrv «uataiaid by 
r-faonnil '.fho vora riding on too of the trncKad vt'MtIo who:« idier v^vo 
•abased to aaali arrj fir© end fresaonts fron detocatins RiG'a, wcirtars. 
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AVBl^CO 1« »y 1971 
SUBJZCTi    Sonlor Omw DebrleXlAg Report (U) 

and nines»   Addltic;.al Injuries were also sustained vhen personnel were 
thrown from the track when it executed a quick turn or s suddon stopj 
detanatod & nine, or encountered a cuduen dip in tiio terrain.    The 
Majority of theae injuries ct;uld ^iave buea prevented had the peraonrel 
been riding inside tho MllJAl^a and lakca advantage cf the protection 
efforded by the alu.-.iriUa hull which does not spall, the belly armor which 
reduces nine dawäre, and the built-in hand holds»   In addition, the 
danger of fuel fires is nejat«d by the dieael eaginoa«   lecordinrly, the 
policy of riding inijide araorod vohiclefl was enforced.    Since only four 
oan can i'i^ht fron tiia J'H3A1 corso hatch, the eleven man imantry 
squada were too lurirTO for a Kir.-le carrier»    Accordingly, tho ürigado1» 
MI15A1 as-jeta ware redistributed and the nech^nisod rifle platoon 
organiRod into a corsnand elewent and fivo rifle squads.    This reor^anita» 
tion porrdtted tho entire squad * vehiclo ca-snander, driver, and lour 
rlfLeran - to ride protected inside tho K113A1.    With two 7«62tm and one 
•$0 cal machine run oa each KI13A1, a weapons squad was not required» 
This roor^aniaed, six-vehicle platoon, provides a mobile, highly flexxhl«, 
well protected, heavily arced unit, which is capable of providing a die» 
mounted force of 30 men to closo on an objootive oost effectively» 

bs    CCTviuTt of Co."*'«!- M? As^nlt*«    Co^ibAt ««««anlt,« nonrally nrovlde 
auccessive fire on the LZ by TAG AIH or artillery followed by ATA.    This 
use of ARA docs not add slg^i'ioant firo power, precludns evaluation of 
the effectiveness of the preparatory fires prior to the entry of llftshlpe 
CQ short final and nay result in landing on a bot LZ»   Unless the terrain 
is so "critical" as to Justify the acceptance of the increased risk of 
high cacualties, aasaulta into "oold" LZ's cro aluaya the preferred course 
of action.    In Quang Trl Provinoo, voiy little of the terrain is considered 
critical enou^i to Justify tho riok of taking high caaualties»   As a result« 
tho tactic used in the Brigade was to immediately fcllou the TAC AIR or 
artillery prep with a reconnaissance of tho LZ upinft a ^cout team from tht 
air cav troop»   In addition to providing a trained observer with covering 
fire to evaluate the success of the prep, this technique pexnits the cocmnder 
to exercise several options prior to tho entry of the liftshir-s on short 
final when they ara nost vuln^rnble»   If the prep was successful, 
the coraaander can Irstd the force as plannedj if the prep was marginally 
sticcessful and a decree of resistance remains, tho scout can identify 
the pockets of resistance and direct additional air, artillery or ARA 
to neutralize tham,If heavy resistance is encountered, then tho decision 
to either rofire a mom extensive preparation or divert to an alternate LZ 
can be mado»    The value of this tactic was proved on at lear.t two occasions 
duri«1» Operation Len Son Tl?, v^en after a hevvy TX*V of the LZ, t':« scout 
tOAra detected an antl-aircmft ambueh which van still effective•   Although 
the prout tean euff^rdd carmltios, the lift ships were dircitort and con- 
ploted a fiucceosful aanault on an eltomate 12» 
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AfEMJO 10 May 1571 f 
SUiWliCTi    SoJiior Officer Dt»bri«na^ h«port (U) 

o«   tha BillWl^ri¥■!f/ Hoad PuDdiiiß tu—■    The r^qulrewent far ooo» 
•tiMctlan «ma Ir^roYlni' rofuia throu/n onoocur^l cre&s roquirui tn« 
fumation of ijeoliani'/. : urijiiuwi^Kiuralry ro&d builaini? ^tmne, GOiwlatlMZ 
.«Tcncrrwlly cf *»□ ancoiTct o-aralry pLaiaea anci «^n. incur platoon wi-iii one or 
t>ro bulldog»XT3»   All ptrawntl erect tiia bullco<'.'»r opwrfator« wore Bountad 
ta KlljAl'a vr KS?!'«?»   T.'iit r,reit?»ctvni road l- lldlar t«sn u^j cawtulo oi' 
oj-arfttli^- la r.r»*5 Mhara ene^y aoti/iiv and f>.t ro^os of grades &i» terrain 
procludad norrol road bnildiaK oporrtwuna«    iay tec« orEa;iiüai.j.on 
apijxnjxin»t«ly cöuhled thj ro\d con»tmotion OHi^'Jxiity oi' tba ott-.bat eafjlnoer 
ouRpanj«   burins Cparatiou Lui Jun 719» n*&rly oO iriioneturs of TOA<\ wora 
conatructad over lerrain ^ttoro thoro had bean no preripaa vrtdcular tröfric» 
Partlsularly nctxble wu thi conrtroctipn of J^d Ceril Iwd, throttfth \7A 
Orvsratiocfcl *r?a - C3.5 Ü.lor»ters ov-ar olfcy xn-tot. noil ar'-rarat«d by rnla • 
frcro I'ia KUiok tc k»:c l^wh in 10 dajra«    t» r.i. itic:» to tr-verr.lnr: 
aTT-rcr.irAtely Ucty strw-j and marshy are^i« tnd fiv'pra)cinis.taiy trjree 
kilonaters of cense forost, tn« initial eevsn k-llotiaricrs of had Devil R-jad 
were constru-cte-i crcr tarrtin vith t •,-srt.iccl riso of h^J «Pteni and a 
sxxicsst cruda of 275C» 

6«   (C)   F-e^an» KnAfWWl«    ^Ifrortg to insrire tVxt all rraoiirc&a vcrs 
bronj.ht to b'.u.r on the Rpl^aSa HtaslonBi l.ns2A\';»'d r^r-turic to coorenr-ct^ 
ti\a intollir-r^o effort, to iaptovm tho scout t o,^ äv:4lability, to 
incrci'so control ovar rrinitiens f\roenciix.urcs, and .".any otl^i*?,   A:; ono 
«xanpls, th*t rasttltl obtained in reducing the us« of hi "^ cc-st «ilr 
trcii5port&c:.cn by cubr-titutln^ aurftico trsr.cporl; aic r^iova io JLSNKX D. 
A deccriT'tican cf tvo BheiifM necsnnary to irprov« coryyunication proceciuroa 
ist at INXEI K. 

7*    (C)   Jhtaintcn^ico» 

a»   Or^cnizatioa o.;' ."j&lnt3ji3nce Suoport«   Anal^sia of the naintenwioe 
aituation pointou towaixia ine:<pi3rienjtnl jorocanaL, part« Bhortaeaa and 
nar^lnal facilities»   Acconiln^lyi it svs deci^'sd to build cc.-;«tcncy tt 
coewny leval in ci-^rat'jr/crev cviint^mnc» end to c^r'-5o3.idit9 or^acic^tior.al 
i^air, schec'U-ls-d naint*«-nanca und parts euppl;?' at battalion levcrl at tha 
fixod faciiitlea at Qawxx Tri and Dong ria Conibut Basao«   iJach platoon was 
assi ;r.ed ä ntehenio tnd e.icii line cvnpeny rotaiuad a racorerj ccrabiJity« 
All other .Tßir.t^can-oe perr'-niisl «.nd •Quircant ver« consoliouT^d at 
batt'ilion lov::'L, which provj.dad a centralized J^ol of aidills and supplies, 
resulting in a nuoh inprc.-ed naintvsnanoe situation OTmra32«    iVrtiL-yr, air 
traiuportaiAcn, vmen ttvaiiabla,pernituOd tna lifting of cculpncnt and parts 
quickly to forvrard «iteo» 

b»   Scheduled Haintery-.aae«   3p»y;ific shop «jKicon wore dsdloatod to 
sJ»aerYic« porfonwast«   bchoaulea vwi« aujuetou to ^orcdt oaoh platoon 
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f MVUOd 16 Itay 1971 
SlBJ^CTi    S«nior Officer Dubrleflns ßaport (U) 

*8 a unit to hrr-s a one-wek naintononc« period for this service»    lb 
Additicn to presorvins unit intor.rity» thia allowed rsalntoxumue to be 
oonducted undar tho dinxt co .trol of the unit Icaoora, etundardlted 
Q~3orvioea wich ddth)a<iUi quality sOQbrs&j anu pvorl4ad afioi^luwl .-aainto- 
nanco tralnlni: for the crewa.   Also pro Tasned \tzis a üU-Jö hour nainte- 
oance »»«riod for each oonpany/troop every seven riaj'««   During this i>cra.od| 
joaterlai «tiwi p^rjotuiel oftinteiunce u.a uonoac^a in a aacur«) «a^a» 

o*   KLroct Support Valntcnarvoo»   Th-» direct »upport malntciumco 
phllusoplv/ wtu co pro« idJ rAxlioua cudcomr tsrfioa«    in spiua oi the laojs 
of a^prjpriaiKiV »tcillad pörj-jruti arul repair pur^a> vie hri^-de's 23U> 
throueh intei-nal reor^anliation, tiyüWd proocdur«3, and reor;;snieatlon of 
work ncheüules» w^s able to euo^ort equiotmnt donsitles In excosn of ratod 
cu.^bliltxes»   For »axanpie» the tratk aud ^loelcd vahlcie ru-^iir 83vJtians, 
8up:-;ort«d a l^i overload] the Kenerator repair soctiot», a 1CXK overload 
and the radar repair section, organiaed to support <J0 radar cc^a, suppc-rted 
1*8 sots«   In kocping with this philosoohy of wocitGura cuatoinor service, the 
D3Ü accepted all oquipajat lor rapair regardless cf its condition of 
orcanisatiocal repair» and when required, performed nointonance belcw 
th?i.r tchsln cf su^.'ortc   '."^.••sit-? r^'^ö.js vnBB BwbssiÄrt sod *"<»»ßy*, o*f 
was oade of D-'-U contact teaos, often air transported to forward areas« 

d.   Operatlcna Research«    In 3öptav.bor, 1970, tiie Brirade isidei^ook 
an oxporiiwnt by applying business ad;alniatration/operationa rsnoarch 
techniques to naintenance«   A toon of one officer &nd one onliacod 
ausijvait, percwA^ncly easamod lo t-fcis duty, providod statistics sunh as 
a nontniy "üeadii*"» Index of rrimry i^yatejaa for Coru>at Tra^k Vöi^icie3,, 

and a "/lajor Cocapcnont Us&Jje Distribution Report", ciiowlng actual oajor 
coaponsnt ucasa for conbat vehicles par nemth por 1000 nilea, and did OIH» 
alto vork analysis«   Those reports facilitated review cad evaluation, 
rooultl^g la iroroved quality control and better eupervlaion« 

e*   Supply«   la spite of continued effort« ty the eormand nnd the 
Stxpportlxv; cor?andn, the parts suppHy system was rot able to meet actual 
needs«   Conrfend cciphaais on control}od eubstltution and cross-levolln^ of 
parts between units alßnificantly reduced the nunber of deadline days« 
Analysis showed that failuro to use controlled «ubstitutlca «nd croos- 
leveling of parts v.-ould have incusasftd       the d»»ad)5n« oi' Nb^^'l by a 
factor of 2*7, of föSl'a by & factor of 2«i4 and KU;jAl»s by a lactor of 5« 

8«   (C)   DavelopKent of Post-Base.   VMle funding and conotructicn coa» 
etraints lirdtad lar^e scale efforts, oone Inprcvonunta were riade 
enphasicin^ eol-f-liftlp«   As cüca!Tiplo,?, rowlfl v«rft u^f fded, rencreto nainte- 
nance pads vrjro pourod, a new PX ftnd two central and two renoto trailer» 
type urjiok bars were oooaed, tiie Crafts oloop vaa air conditioned (rcnordlng 
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AVBL-OO 18 my 1971 1° 
SUBJSCTt    Senior Officer Debrlofin^ Eoport (U) 

ft threefold increase in utlllnatica), and the library vas täm nlr aon- 
ditionod end doubled ite holding«« 

9»   (G)   VletnxTltetf.on»   The brl*?ade contiaued to maintAln close und 
cordial wXetlon» vita botn let AKVy iH^sioo (FVd) *nd Quai>j: Tri Provlixce 
Offioiala, vno ttto »ijcr ^lotnoRftse he^qu«rterd in Qu«u^{ 7rl*   The uypF 
Sonool, InAuguruted in t!aver4>er, 1969, continued to operate« with 
Instruction tailored to the needs of tt;Q rrotrince CM ?f •   Tho ^ri^ado also 
oootinued to conduct owabined end coordinnted operatl oca Mlth AIQI and 
Provinco Forces«   The ex.orience lias increased thuir a^jroasivcnBOs bsid 
villin?ness to conduct c  rations outaide the aoc'irity of populated areas 
and firs oases*   Two additional training pro^ra^j wore instituted durlnc; 
this period«   A mintenonco fnTT pro^ran! for Vietmir^jas personnol was 
started on 10 October 19K>t by the uri^nds's BB^pOri i»tXÄlion.    4y 
31 Decenoer 1970| ins protrr.-'ja ccopletoU tiie traij^ins of 2U .AD - alx as 
organicational radio repadnuin, two as olficc MShlni ropairr£.ij, eight 
as second echblon amail ams zxipairman and eitht as t&cuoü ccudloe «4M1 
TBhicle nochanics (on»>quarter» to five ton trucks), ft few of whosa wore 
oapablo of third echelon ivaintcnanoe»   In Kovomber, 1970, tho Censor Infusion 
PrOf^SÄ W*S jointly plann»! h*.*i |B&$&fttadl to nycrfiilA for tti.-» Vi ifaMUdftftttf 
of tite Bess ZU ^nsor Pro^raio«   Vhe pro^r«ua msfUßjamA tho trsiaiai of 
four officers. Wo KCG's and twcaty-elx oalistod i&n dumxg u tv^lvs aonta 
period«   läüted states personnel are tüing decreased as AEYII i-crsonasl aro 
added« 

10*    (C)   Condusicn«   The key to Aost of ths ei'fata and proble-33 in this 
report is inprovod disoipllna at all levels and more professionalisn in 
leadership«   HhtttMP effort is directed at bftbttr cquad tuctico, better 
parts supply, bettor relations with the Vietnamse, batter osro of the 
individual soldior or other objectives, a «ore exact porfara^nco by people 
is assautiel to progress« 

(^4C4A^J 
m a. HHX, JH. 

^iß adder Oonoral, ü 
Coosumding 

AMUUl 
A m Troop List 
B • Aroa of OpGrations 
c • a—wty of orsuaiai IA>I SCN 719 
T> ■ Cos^arisan of Itonthly Tonnaces of 

"jiPi'Zy Transported ly Holicoptex« 
X • Si^xal 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AIINHZ A (TROOP LIST) to Senior Officer Dcbrioflng Report, BO John Q« Hill« Jr** 
Id Mgr 1971 

The foUorinc units aorved with uiii M»ra oasignod to the lat Szlgude, 5tl» 
Iiifcntry DiYleion (>^chanized) during thu entire reporting period, except 
am noted* 

KliC, 1st Bio, 5th laf Dir (M) 

lat 2n, 11th Ihf 

lat On, 6lat Ihf (M) 

lat ft\, 77th Am 

3rd 3qdn, $th Car1 

5th ox, lith Arty (155-öP) 

Co P, T^th LoTantty (Ecnser) 

A Troop, 1th Sqdn, 12th Car 

Co A, 7th aiglncera (Cbt) 

2? 8th Sljid Co 

7pth Spt Sn (C3) 

lOrd Scent Dog Fit 

Dot 2/7tb PCTOFS Dn2 

U8th M)lic Itafomation Det2 

Both Cnl Det 

l4D7th Radio Reaetrch Dot^ 

$17th MU lOtel Dot2 

TACP, Dot 20$, 20th TAS3, ÜSAF 

Co C, 2nd Ba, Jbttl Ana** 

hth Ea, 3rd laf^ 

3rd En, 107th Uif5 

lat Sqdn, lot Car (-Air Cav Ttp)^ 

lot Sn, 82nd Arty (^-T)5 

K0TS3J 

1«   This squadron vas originally attached witlioat its Air Car Troop • 
C Troop, 3-17th Car originally OPCCW to Brigada, vaa rededgna^od 
D Troop and aasigned to 3-5 Cav in iPabruary 1971*    The entire 
vqucdron reaaina attached to the Brigade« 

2*   Attached during entire period« 
3»   OFCCft during entire period« 
U*   Detached, Dccosiber 1970» 
$t   OPCCW during OPSHATK» Ltd SO» W* 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AOTTK B (AREA OF OPITATIOHS) to 9w±ov Offlcor Dsbr^ofli^: Roport, BO John Q# /• 
Hill, Jr«4 13 :agr 1971 

Th» «rw» o/ or-retlor? of th« ;:rt rado «rterKla vostuord Trcxa tho densedy 
haMtAtod   joirrtal plain ftlong th« ^outh Chirm ;>«« through tho sjvinwjly 
habitatod ro.llnj Jiill» of tno d.a<iaont to ru^jod ur.popuiatui r^cuntalaa 
«round tho Khe Sanh i'l^teau and alcr.g tho Laotian Bordsr« 

»orth-.?oath through tho er'-a, at the base of tlv) foothillo, QL-1 
connects tho prindplo oitios. Dons Ka and yuanj Yri, with tho *vjt of 
flttauu    lb« Cua Viet üver conneota ,L-CL and rote Ha with tno coagt 
and ia tr.o only principle vatar rout« tnrcur,h %tm Coaatnl ilaln»   Tuo 
routes na» woat from Qh»! through tho Fifri->wit«   Prcn <%u&ng Tri City, 
tho Quang YrL Sircr flows vast tarough tlio iia Lone: Valley tnd t^xTiinate« 
in tho Kho 5lanh Flatcru,   Tho Cfln Lo Pivor «nd QL-? run parallel .'nd 
wostKErd fToo JDons H« trjrourj» tho llrst ran^o of mountains w^oro QL-9 
tuma »r>uth to tue Qiiang Tri i'lvor and continues m vest to the I^ctlan 
Border*   Huming southeast fron tho Kh« Hanh Plateau is the Da KrOBI 
nirer Valloy«  (App i) 

The vunetation follows tho ropulation»   Alor.fj ths coftst tiiore am enly 
« feu n^rdo« plots tuoked «■am to« sand chxnes,   ÄiaT3 the ccwatij. plains 
there are rich fields of rice, a fo-..* vej-^tshlo ploto and very little wild 
tx-wLiu    Tuo juu^lo tv-yirj «t 'üio rlotrn^ti vatn oiar^yiA areas Mb«0i rice 
and vo^taMes aro jrovn«   Further >r>st the thick occonlary rrotrth -:lvc8 
nay to tho prirsary jungle.   C^>erations in tho area ere aigniilcantly 
affected by the vefietation, habitation and torriiln. 

incls 1 & 2 to App 1 snow .-or/sralisod Ürigcds It^as of Operation. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MOB C (SUHMAHT OF OP^flATICH LW SON 71?) to Senior Officer Debriefing 
Roport, BO John 0, Hill, Jr., 18 May 1971 

The Brlgado'fj participatian in Operation Lara Son 719 was esnentially a 
four phaaod oporatlon. l-tiase Ii Attack west to secure and open UL-9 and 
B ?lze and aocuro the airfield and surroundin;: aroa at Kho Sanh% Phase U» 
Conduct a n.ohlle defonsa of the Khe Sanh area anci a^nist thi pasoetre of 
KTilM? forces to the weit. Phase III: Continue Phase II tnd conduct 
Operations to djstroy th-j ensjy in Wc»stem Qaang Trl Province. Phase I7j 
Assist in t'na retro;p:ado of R7N and US forces to the oast, and on order, 
close at Quang Tri Combat Base. 

Phase I was initiated on 29 January 1971 with the conduct of an artillery 
raid to F3B VaadftTfiplft to preposition forces for a coordinated attack to 
the west« On 300001H January 1971« engineer elements acconpanied by a troop 
of dismounted cavalry bojan to infiltrate westward on QL-9 - axis of the 
sain attack • to preposition work parties who began operations at first light 
to improve QL-9 from Ca Lu to Khe Sanh. Simultaneously, a cavalry task 
force accompanied by engineer • cavalry road building teams conducted a 
secondary attack in north central Quang Tri Province and initiated construc- 
tion of what was to bo known as Red Levil Road* At daybr.ak on 30 J&nuary, 
two infantry battalions wara cocbat assaulted into selected airneads to 
Salze and secure key terrain along QL-9 between Ca La and Khe Sanh. A 
third irifaütry battalicr. fcllc.-cd by engineers v^s cesbat »ss^nlted Int« 
an airhead at the Kho Sanh Airstrip, the link-up of forces in the scuth 
was completed on 31 January 1971, and QL-9 was opened to Khe Sanh. The 
cavalry task force in the north continued to make satisfactory progress« 
On Cl February, 1-1 Cav Squadron attacked southwest along QI^.9 smd by 05 
February had secured border crossing sites along the Laos-Vietnam Border« 

Phase H-m was initiated on 07 February 1971. Brigade elements were 
continually rupoaitionod and successfully conducted a mobile cefensc across 
an area approximately 50 km by 20 km to secure Route 9* the Khe Sanh supply 
area and the Ca Lu supply aroa. On or about 09 February 1971, ARVN forces 
began to cross the border into Laos in force. The Bripado continued its 
mission and assisted the crossing of ARVK troops. Cavalry clenunta ro- 
iniorced by air mobile infantry in hi^h terrain were used to screen the 
northern and southern flank of the Brigade A0. Infantry elements continued 
day to day snail unit saturation patrol operations throughout the Lri^ade A0. 
Air cavalry and Ranger elements continued surveillance and interdiction 
operations on likely avenues of approach beyond the ground screen. Un 
locating en enemy force, elements rcsinforced to fix the anery with fire 
power boing used for his destruction, ciigineer efforts continued during 
this porioi to include the construction of hed Devil Drive from Khe Sanh 
wost to Hill 960 and numerous other roods and tank trails in western Cunng 
Tri Province. Rad Devil Road which vas completed on or about 09 February 
as well as Red Devil Drivo wero upgraded to support wheel Vuhloie tra£fla« 
On 03 March 1971, 0PC0N of an arr.or Battalion Task Fore« was remaned to 
the 3rd Bde, lOlst Abn Dlv (AlfflL) alens with responsibility for the Ca Hi area, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AWm C (MNCm OF OP:3U?ICM I/.M SON 719) to Senior Of floor Dobriwrixig '• 
Rftpori, BO John 0. mil, Jr., 18 hay 1971 

Riase 17 vj.a initiated on or about 16 Itarch,   TM «rrjor Battalion Tank 
Forct prorloi'.sly reloaaed to tho 3rd Bde, 101st Abn Dlv (ANBL) returned to 
Bri^ftde control, then atlacltod south alonn Gi^9 to relieve 1-1 Cav Sqdn in 
place and hrtvüt up an i5VA attenpt to Interdict the road.    On 26 March, 
ths control or ow» Cav .'qutdron or.d i^n« ZniVntry Pettallon and respcni^bilit/ 
for QL-9 to Kho Sanh vea passed to the 11th brlT.de.   Darius this period, 
the brtcade r.csisted In tba reentry of r.VNAP foroM fron IäOD into Vietnam« 
The brigade also proridod the coverlnr; force as F.VHA7 and U3 forces ro^'avlo^'ed 
froa vestern Quang Trl irovinoo and retired to hone Station by 0d April 1^71« 

A «ech inffntry tack lore« fron the briRado vag placed OFCCi to tbe 
lOlat Aba Div (AifiL) during Operation Lan Son 71^ for tho conduot of operationa 
«long the DM2. 

Th« euccaao of the oporatioo is rr-aasured by the rapidity with which 
the route to tho west vaa opvtfwd, tho Inability of tho eneny despite 
reglnental size attacks to cut Uouto 9 and iBvpap.e the suprly eiiort, tho 
denial to tho enwy of tho ability to put eftectxvc Indirecu; lire oii the 
supply base and the interception of liia ground attenpta to penetrate the 
5cr««n oüd teaak cat the supply ba=5 by ssppcr sfttads« 

MOTESi    Additional details can be obtained by consulting Combat Operatlcna 
After AcUon Beport, Lam Son 71/, 29 January 1971 to 0Ü April 1971, 
submit tad by the lot Brigade, 5th infantry Divicion (Mcch"r-ised)(3^3RST)« 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

IKMEX D (CtiffABIÄW OF KCHTHtT TO«IUOi3 OF 3ÜPPLI TRAHSPORTED BI HBLICOPTER) 
to Senior Of floor Debrlofin« Report, DQ Joha O. B1U9 Jr,, 16 Ksgr 1971« 

JDLST     m     S2PT     OCT     H07     DEC     JAN     HSJ     KiR     Al'K 
TO       TO     70       70      70      70717X7171 

■Mi 

KOTSSt (yl* Vsmooa Raixta Holt «.railabl« flying tlm* 

l^f- In «9port of & fiT« Ba oquiralänt forco* 

0- In support of A nina Ba equivalent foroe» 

vi»* Foriod Of high Intensity air mobile operations. 

» - Includes retrograde operations at end of LAM SON 719• Supported 
force reduced from nine to fire battalion equivalents after 
08 April 2571 
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ANNEX S (Sicm) to Senior Offlcar Dobrloflng Report, BO John Q. Hill, Jr., 
18 May 1971 

Two cbangea which inprored oomruinloatlons aro diaottssed below« 

%•   Tandaa Use of HATT and TiSD Nets«   tht brigade is currently 
authoriaed the one-vuy.  n-vcisable, CRC 1U2 RATT aeta.   This ^ivea no 
provision for atatlona with high precodonco traffio to inttrrupt a station 
sending lover precedence traffic«   ttadLl deficiency was overcome by coloc&tlng 
the Air Request Net (Si3) equipraant with the RATI to provldo i'ull dttplas 
voice oapÄbility to control the traffic flow over the tUXI net«   'fnu SwB 
■ubsystea wao also desicrated as the nltemato Erir^ade co;^r/irjl net btcau»! 
of it» extended ranre«   Tiie high ti'alfic haiKilin^ capacity| extended range 
and security of this iMdaa eyston r^de it the most Important neana of 
consunications in the brivide«   The utility of this syatem was esprcluUy 
noted during üperatioa I^n SOU 71? whgn extended diatancea between brigade 
element-« riade tho RATT/SSB ;y3tem the only faot and secure means of 
ccaununlcationa to the battalions« 

b.   UH7 for Battalion Aircraft Control«    The brigade is authorized 
ANARC 2k and AN/PRC U. IJIiF radios, originally intended for use in con- 
trolling tactical idr «trixea«   The attaconent of a UüAF TACP reduced the 
need for this ret and the eyaten fell into disuse«   Inapite of problems 
«Lth buppiy ai?u ropau parts, the oystora was revived to provide each 
battalion with its own air control net«    Prior to this revival, battalion 
ooicnanders dapMtod on their M cor^-vind net to control both their ground 
»anuever eler.cjits and their supporting aircraft wnich resulted in cluttered 
comand corcnunicaticns as »or« elecants - TAG Air, gunahips, air cav and 
additional rround itnits - entered ths net«    Knra^emants where available 
UHF resources Koro utilised proved that this syetejn increased the ccnmarxlers 
capability to control his forces« 
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